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The City of Pittsburgh, in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, is in the process of implementing an ambitious plan to restore the Nine Mile Run stream and surrounding valley in conjunction with the development of a new neighborhood and the expansion of a public park. The goal of the project is to improve the health and quality of the aquatic ecosystem in the lower reaches of Nine Mile Run and to develop and expand wetlands to provide water quality and stream flow control to protect downstream habitat.  The project will create a public open space that is safe and healthy, return an industrial wasteland to its former state as a riparian corridor, and restore the stream to a public amenity.  Wetland acreage will be increased to protect and improve habitat, filter pollutants, and regulate stream flow.  Nine Mile Run will be restored using fluvial geomorphologic principles, hydraulic engineering, fisheries science, and native revegetation techniques. Restoration measures will include realignment of the channel and reconnection to an active floodplain, adjustments to its cross section and profile, and stabilization of banks and bed using soil bioengineering techniques.  Barren slag slopes, riparian areas and non-tidal wetlands will be revegetated with native plant communities, and an invasive species management plan will be implemented to manage competitive pressures on desirable native species and accelerate natural succession. 

Partners

Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association (NMRWA), incorporated in 2001, is a non-profit whose mission is to involve citizens in the restoration and protection of the Nine Mile Run Watershed through education, advocacy, and stewardship programs. In the few years since incorporation, NMRWA has had impressive successes in increasing public awareness of watershed issues and supporting

 direct citizen efforts to improve the local environment. Because of its mission to work with citizens and previous successful efforts, NMRWA was a logical program partner to manage the public interface portion of the Rain Barrel Initiative.

NMRWA was the lead partner in the initiative and was responsible for implementing the program in the watershed, including team recruitment logistics, training and management, canvass and installation management.  The association served as the visible face of the effort.

RiverSides Stewardship Alliance

RiverSides Stewardship Alliance (RSA), based in Toronto Canada, acts to facilitate behavioral changes in residents, institutions and businesses throughout Ontario for the protection of water quality. Through direct social outreach, educational programs, issues advocacy and policy initiatives, they seek to address, eliminate and prevent sources of urban non-point source pollution from invading aquatic habitats. RiverSides Stewardship Alliance advocates for, educates in support of, and develops programs designed to achieve urban water quality, quantity and flow management for the purposes of ensuring a livable and sustainable city. 

RiverSides adapted its existing program 5 Things You Can Do For Your River for the Nine Mile Run Rain Barrel Initiative.   The modified 5 Things consists of a social marketing tool kit to facilitate installing low impact lot level retrofits for residential and institutional properties throughout the Nine Mile watershed.  The 5 Things toolkit helps establish community low- impact solutions to chronic storm water degradation. The theme of the program is to reach out to and enlist property owners as solution-oriented partners in lot-level stormwater management infrastructure and practices.  Installation of the RiverSides RainBarrel is the cornerstone of the 5 Things program although the underlying rationale for the program is to establish the watershed education partnership by directly engaging community members.  

Student Conservation Association

The Student Conservation Association (SCA) is the nation's leading provider of conservation service opportunities, outdoor skills and leadership training for young women and men.  SCA recruits and fields college students and other adults for positions ranging from three months to one year. Projects can range from traditional resource management projects to restoration, GIS and computer-related work, wildlife research, environmental education, and interpretation and visitor center staffing.

SCA interns and crews have been assisting natural and cultural resource managers since 1957. SCA provides high-quality, low-cost assistance that enables conservation professionals to meet their important conservation objectives. SCA is used by a number of federal agencies, including the National Park Service.  

The SCA's Three Rivers Region office coordinates all of the Student Conservation Association's activities in the region, which ranges from Pennsylvania to the Dakotas.  SCA strives to engage young adults in conservation and environmental education activities, provide internships with agency partners and work with volunteers to strengthen our communities and enhance environmental awareness. 

The Student Conservation Association was responsible for advertising and recommending student interns, contracting with the interns, leasing housing and vehicles for the interns and working with the project team to develop and deliver training components.
Allegheny County Sanitary Authority  

The Allegheny County Sanitary Authority (ALCOSAN) is a primary partner in the 3RWW program.  The Authority’s service area is made up of the City of Pittsburgh and 82 neighboring municipalities in Allegheny County and parts of communities in Washington and Westmoreland Counties. The Authority serves an area of approximately 225 square miles with a population of about 900,000. ALCOSAN provided engineering support to the Rain Barrel Initiative through Camp Dresser McKee, Inc.  (CDM).  In addition, ALCOSAN provided storage for the rain barrels and accessory equipment.

City of Pittsburgh Department of Public Works 

The East Pittsburgh/Frick Park office and yard of the Pittsburgh Department of Public Works provided secure space to store the barrels. 

Funding Partners 

Funding for the project was provided by grants from the Heinz Endowments, and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s Growing Greener program.  Additional funding was provided by 3RWW’s US EPA grants.  
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